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poor Prince drew in his horns, and added: <( He is a very worthy man. ... He used to carry a very large saber, which made a great noise as he came up stairs." I was informed that Lannes's saber had once or twice nearly frightened the Prince of Brazil out of his wits. Probably the plenipotentiary, observing its effect in accelerating business, employed it as a convincing argument. THE GREAT SABER had left a profound impression in the memory of the Prince.
As a mark of gratitude for the courtesy which Junot had evinced in his relations with the Court of Lisbon, the Prince of Brazil offered him the Grand Cordon of the Order of Christ. Junot could not venture to refuse it, though he was very much inclined to do so; but he replied that he could not accept it without the Emperor's permission, which he would write for.* However, remonstrance was useless; and Junot received formal permission to accept the Order of Christ on the eve of a grand ceremony which was to take place at a convent recently founded by the mad Queen, called O Convento Novo. This convent, to which a beautiful little church was attached, was situated on one of the hills of Lisbon, which on account of its pure air, was resorted to by foreigners as their place of residence.
Junot inquired what dress was to be worn by the knights on the occasion, and he was informed A LARGE
MANTLE   OF   WHITE   CRAPE,   WITHOUT   LINING,   AND     TRAINING
ON THE GROUND. "Well,* said Junot, using an emphatic expression, <( the best thing I can do is to dress myself like a priest on Shrove Tuesday to complete the ceremony. J> The Minister for Foreign Affairs had sent a note to Junot, informing him that the Prince Regent requested his presence at the Convento Novo, as Grand Cross of the Order of Christ, if he had received from his Sovereign leave to accept it.
Junot replied that, to his great regret, the courier, who, he had no doubt, would bring him the GRACIOUS PERMISSION, had not yet returned; but he added that
* In spite of the reverence attached to the name of this Order, it is perhaps the most insignificant in the catalogue of knightly decorations. Junot could hardly be blamed for wishing to decline the honor intended him, when he had seen the Due de Cadaval's servant waiting on his master invested with the red ribbon of the Order.